FILE:  IKE-AP

PROMOTION & RETENTION

INTERVENTION PROCEDURES
1. Students will be promoted to the next grade level if they are meeting grade level expectations as identified by local and State Department of Education core subject objectives.  According to Section 167.645 RSMo (1999) as part of House Bill 889, a student whose reading score is below one grade level under their grade must be retained.  Before retention takes place, students meeting this criteria must have a Reading Intervention Program.  Students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are exempt from this requirement.  High School students are also exempt from this requirement because their promotion is based upon credits earned in various courses and subjects.  However, High School students whose reading scores fit the above criteria will be required to participate in some form of intervention program.

2. A list of first through twelfth grade students who did not meet grade level objectives in reading according to the Terra Nova and/or MAP scores will be given to the building principals at the beginning of the school year.

3. A letter will be sent to the parents of these students to notify them that their child’s scores did not meet grade level objectives.  The letter will inform the parents of their child’s scores, what assessments will take place, and what happens if an intervention plan is required.  The parents will be given the option to attend a conference with the Reading Intervention Team at this time. The Reading Intervention Team (which consists of building principals, counselor, At-Risk teachers, and classroom teachers) will meet with parents to review the academic records, current test scores, and work samples.

4. Alternative assessments will be given to those students not meeting grade level objectives.  Possible alternative assessments that can be given are:

· Teacher Checklist

· STAR

· Developmental Reading Assessment

· Informal Reading Inventory

· Woodcock Reading Mastery Test

· Woodcock-Johnson Psycho-educational Battery (reading portion)

· Other recognized tests

5. If the student has a reading score within one grade level of their grade in any two of the above assessments, there will not be a need for further assessments or interventions.  However, the student’s progress will be monitored in case assistance is needed during the school year.  If the student’s score cannot meet at least two of the above assessments, the Reading Intervention Team will meet to plan a Reading Intervention Program for that student and the student will be referred for At-Risk and Title I services.

6. A Reading Intervention Program could include at-school tutoring (before or after school or during the school day) or at-home tutoring with the parent or a hired tutor.  The Reading Intervention Team would suggest strategies that could take place during the tutoring sessions.

7. Once it has been determined that a student will need a Reading Intervention Program, the team will meet with the parents to plan and carry out the program.

8. While the intervention program is taking place, assessments may be given anytime during the school year to determine if the student should continue to be in the program or not.

9. Before the school year ends, the student will be given two or more assessments to determine if the reading score has improved within one grade level of the student’s grade.

10. The parents and Reading Intervention Team will meet to review the test results.  If there is enough improvement, the student will no longer be required to be in the program and will be promoted to the next grade but will be closely monitored and given continued support.  If the student still reads below one grade level below their grade, one of three options must take place as required by State Law:  (1) the student will be retained, (2) the student must go to the summer school program for more tutoring, or (3) the student will be referred for Special Education services.

11. If the student goes to the summer school program, assessments will be given at the end of the program.  If the student’s score has improved to be within one grade of their grade level, the student will be promoted and will no longer be required to be in the program but will be closely monitored and given continued support.  If the student still has a reading score under one grade level below their grade, the student must be retained in the same grade they were in the previous school year.
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